TECHNICAL NOTES

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE WYOMING SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE
Biology No. 36 April 1993
Subject: FOOD AND COVER VALUES OF SELECTED

PLANT MATERIALS FOR WILDLIFE *

This technical note is for use in assisting land owners interested in
improving habitat for wildlife. This includes those who wish to devote
land specifically for wildlife, as well as those who are unable or
unwilling to devote land specifically to wildlife habitat.

With the USDA programs and other programs that are available, there are
opportunities for using plant materials that can have a beneficial
impact on wildlife populations. Although the primary purpose of a
planting my be to establish pasture, hayland, rangeland, trees,
windbreaks, etc., opportunities exist where the addition or
substitution of a plant species could enhance the area for wildlife
habitat.

Several examples of this may be adding legumes with introduced grasses,
adding forb species to rangeland mixes, using preferred wildlife shrubs
and trees in windbreak plantings, and to avoid planting monocultures on
pastureland and hayland.

I. Planning Considerations

A. Consult with the land owner in considering the use of
plant materials for wildlife enhancement.

B. Habitat must supply the three basic needs required to
sustain life: food, cover, and water. In most of the
areas occupied by upland game birds, food and water
are typically adequate, with cover, especially
undisturbed nesting cover, lacking. Food plots may
have to be considered if this basic element is
lacking; food plots usually require annual
replacement.

C. Follow guidelines under the appropriate practice
Standard and Specification, such as Range Seeding,
Pasture & Hayland Planting, Critical Area Planting,
Field Windbreak Planting, Wildlife Upland Habitat
Management, etc.

(MORE)

* Taken from:
Biology Technical Note No. 4 (Revised February 1993), Soil
Conservation Service — Colorado
By: Terri Skadeland, State Biologist
Leonard Jurgens, State Range Conservationist



D. Follow appropriate guidelines as to plant suitability
to the Major Land Resources Area and soil type.

E. Use the recommended certified named varieties when
seed or planting stock is available.

II. The following table rates certain plant materials as to
their value for selected wildlife species or groups.
Listed plant species are those that are commonly available
and are on other lists developed by the SCS. Unlisted
plants may have wildlife values and a determination of
these values will be made on request.
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Plant Species 1/

GRASSES

Fairway wheatgrass
Agropyron cristatum

Thickspike wheatgrass*
Agropyron dasystachyum

Streambank wheatgrass*

Agropyron dasystachyum

riparium

var.

Crested wheatgrass

Agropyron desertorum

Tall wheatgrass

Agropyron elongatum

Intermediate wheatgrass
Agropyron intermedium

Pubescent wheatgrass

Agropyron intermedium

trichophorum

var.

Scribner wheatgrass*

Agropyron scribneri

Western wheatgrass*
Agropyron smithii

Blue bunch wheatgrass*

Agropyron spicatum

Native plant or derived from native stock.

Preferred

Desirable;

D =

’

Undesirable
Not listed in NLSPN.

Scientific nomenclature follows National list of Scientific Plant
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Native plant or derived from native stock.

Preferred

Desirable;

D =

Undesirable;
Not listed in NLSPN.

Scientific nomenclature follows National list of Scientific Plant
= P

Names.
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